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RE: In the Matter of Replacement of Part 90 by Part 88 to Revise the Private Land Mobile
Radio Services and Modify the Policies Governing Them

Dear Mr. Caton:

Attached are the Reply Comments of the United and Central Telephone Companies in
the matter referenced above.
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In the Matter of
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Governing Them
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PR Docket No. 92-235
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REPLY COMMENTS OF TIlE UNITED AND CENTRAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES

The United and Central Telephone companies ("United" and "Central") hereby

respectfully reply to the comments of other parties and further support the Commission I s

efforts to promote more efficient use of the radio spectrum below 512 MHz that is allocated to

the Private Land Mobile Radio ("PLMR") services. In general, United and Central support

the comments of the majority of PLMR users that seek to slow the implementation of band

narrowing in order to mitigate the high costs related to rapid replacement of existing PLMR

technology with unproven narrow-bank technology.

United is a significant user of spectrum below 512 MHz for Telephone Maintenance

Radio Services ("TMRS"). United has examined its embedded PLMR equipment and has

determined that the embedded equipment can neither be upgraded nor adapted to narrow-band

functionality. Thus, a complete replacement of the existing radio base stations and mobile

radio will be necessary as narrow-band requirements are adopted. United estimates this will

cost over $26 million. Further, United and Central note that narrow-band technology is both

unproven and unavailable at this time.

Because of the high cost of replacement of existing base stations and mobile radios,

United and Central recommend that implementation of a narrow-band migration move slowly

and utilize proven technology. United and Central believe this is in accord with the comments

of a majority of the PLMR service users.



By:

United and Central support the plan proposed by the Land Mobile Communications

Council (WLMCCW).I LMCC's Option A proposes that effective January 1, 1994, full power

licensees have the voluntary option of employing 12.5 kHz bandwidth equipment and that the

Commission establish a 12.5 kHz frequency plan associated with each of the 15 kHz

frequencies and a 6.5 kHz channelization plan that could be voluntarily used by licensees on a

coordinated basis. Then, effective January 1, 1996, all equipment accepted for new

deployment by the Commission, with exceptions for some paging equipment, must be capable

of operating at 12.5 kHz or equivalent efficiency. By January 1, 1999, a follow-up

rulemaking would be undertaken by the Commission to determine whether 6.25 kHz channels

and equipment should be required for all users by January 1, 2014. Further, effective January

1,2004, all licensees not already on 12.5 kHz equipment (or that with equivalent efficiency)

could continue to operate only on a non-interference basis.2

United and Central support this migration schedule because it minimizes the immediate

investment in new equipment while proposing a plan that will provide, over time, more

spectrum for use by PLMR users. United and Central believe this plan is reasonable and urges

its adoption.
Respectfully submitted,

UNITED TELEPHONE COMPANIES
CENTRAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES

[l;
Jay eithley
1850 M Street, N.W., Sui
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 857-1030

W. Richard Morris
P.O. Box 11315
Kansas City, MO 64112
(913) 624-3096

THEIR ATTORNEYS

July 30, 1993

1 as Conaerasua Plaa developed by the Land Mobile Communications Council to Introduce Greater
Efficiencies in PLMRS Band Widths and Power Levels, PR Docket No. 92-235, April 28, 1993.
2 ld at 10-11.
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Modify the Policies Governing Them, PR Docket No. 92-235, filed this date with the Acting
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, to the persons listed on the attached service
list.
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